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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
November 14, 2014
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Members Greg Radlinski (Chair), Patti Anania, Danny Ferreira
Also: Jeff Clements, City Council Research
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the committee reviewed the following bills:
2014-721 (invoking the City’s right to terminate the “30-year agreement” between the City and the Police and Fire Pension Fund as invalid and unenforceable): staff distributed an e-mail from former TRUE Commissioner Joe Andrews urging support for the ordinance. The TRUE Commission already having taken a position at a previous meeting in opposition to continued adherence to the 30-year agreement, the committee did not feel that any further action was necessary.
2014-722 (appropriating $1 million from City General Fund balance to fund a new office of legislative counsel to the City Council): The TRUE Commission already having taken a position at a previous meeting in opposition to the creation of an office of legislative counsel, the committee did not feel that any further action was necessary.
2014-723 (amending the City Charter to relocate provisions relating to mayoral departments and department heads/division chiefs to Article 6 – Mayor – leaving provisions related to the Office of General Counsel in a stand-alone chapter; making numerous changes to the General Counsel provisions in the areas of appointment, removal from office, non-preferential treatment in legal actions, and the filling of vacancies in the office): the committee requested staff to invite a knowledgeable speaker to the next committee meeting to discuss the changes and any potential fiscal impacts of the amendments.
2014-735 (approving a lease of hangar space at Cecil Commerce Center to Grace Electronics LLC): the committee is interested in knowing if the proposed rate of $7 per square foot per month is a fair market rate for the area. Staff will inquire about what rates are charged to other Cecil Commerce tenants.
2014-742 (resolution expressing the City Council’s support for the JTA to immediately issue bonds to develop and construct roadway projects to be funded by the extension of the local option gas tax that will take effect on September 1, 2016): staff gave a brief history of the Better Jacksonville Plan road project list and funding sources. The committee is interested in having additional information on the use of sales tax and local option gas tax to accomplish the BJP project list, particularly those projects for which original BJP funding fell short and which have not been advanced. Will all of those projects be transferred to the list to be funded by the local option gas tax extension?
2014-748 (authorizing execution of a redevelopment agreement with Hallmark Partners for construction of a mixed use development at 200 Riverside Avenue; authorizing a REV grant of up to $7 million over 20 years; and waiving the City’s Public Investment Policy to authorize a REV grant at a higher percentage and for a longer term than the standard provided in the policy. The committee expressed discomfort with the waiver request and Commissioner  Ferreira questioned the wisdom of continuing to commit resources to assisting private developers with financing for downtown projects when the City has so many other fundamental public infrastructure need citywide that are not being addressed.
Motion: the committee recommends that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of 2014-748 because of the requested waiver of the standard Public Investment Policy parameters – approved 3-0.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:32 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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